DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

have so eagerly assimilated. Except under strict
supervision, he was never allowed to consort with
boys of his own age. Tutors prowled round him,
like the hosts of Midian, and sent regular and un-
satisfactory reports of his progress to a genuinely
distressed Papa. Prince Albert's disappointment with
a son, who, both he and Stockmar agreed, was a
stupid and lazy boy degenerated, in spite of his
paternal love, into something resembling dislike.
So, in this domestic life which the Queen found
quite idyllic, there was always this discordant note,
and it is strange that she, remembering her own sad
childhood did not remonstrate with her husband
about this regime of snubs and strictness. And yet
how could she ? Albert to her was the incarnation
of wisdom and all his judgments were true. She
accepted his views on Bertie as being frivolously
inclined and stupid and on the treatment that would
fit him to become an enlightened and responsible
* King. It was not till many years after her husband's
death that she began to see in her son the value of
those genial qualities which Albert had rated too
low.

But it was no wonder that the Queen adored her
young and devoted husband, to whose guidance even
in affairs of State she now so rapturously surrendered
herself. She felt that he was more fit to rule than
she, and her mttier as Queen became almost sub-
sidiary to her metier as wife. She wrote to her Uncle
Leopold that she was ever more strongly convinced
that " we women, if we are to be good women,
feminine and amiable and domestic, are not fitted to
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